IMPROPER ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

When the Framers brought forth the U.S. Constitution their intent regarding the proper role of government is certainly a far cry different from what the American people are requiring from our federal system in this day and age.  To aid in engineering everything into focus it is necessary for Americans to seriously study this instrument; the purpose should be to discover how the Constitution was designed to help government serve the people.  As we do this we will understand how we, as Native Americans, fit into the general scheme of things.  Possibly, then, our federal, state, local and tribal governments will fall into proper perspective.  In this work we will examine government's role; in particular we will investigate whether the Framers intended that government should provide for economic growth and jobs.  Does the federal government have the right to regulate how the economy should function?  To find an answer it is necessary to learn what the Framers of the Constitution had in mind regarding the free enterprise system as well as the "Promote the General Welfare" clause in the Preamble and the "Interstate Commerce" clause in the Constitution.
The Constitution was brought forth to carry out what the Declaration of Independence pronounced---that is to come forth with a basic set of regulations that would protect our lives, our liberties and properties, and to ensure that every American under the protection of this country could obtain happiness.  So a government was formed through the Constitution for the purpose of controlling the conduct of people, and the Constitution was going to be responsible for controlling the conduct of government.  
It is important to note this because the Constitution was brought forth for the purpose of limiting the central government so the free enterprise system can provide for the economic stability in the lives of the public.  The free enterprise system caused some interesting debates among the Founding Fathers, but when it came down to the truth it was agreed that the free market would be the best system for economic growth for America.  Because it fostered competition among the private sector, Americans were able to get the better deal much cheaper and more efficient than the way government could.  It is because of the free enterprise system that America became an economic power.  America became powerful because people prospered.  People prospered because of private enterprise.  Then why isn't the free enterprise system working today?  The reason is government could not keep its nose out of the business of free industry in this country.  
The "promote the general welfare" clause is the most misunderstood clause in the constitution.  Note that it says promote not provide.  The real intent of the Framers was that monies appropriated by Congress was to be spent for the welfare for the whole country, not for special interest groups.  James Madison, one of the Framers who is one of the authors of the Federalist Papers echoed a warning:
"If Congress can employ money indefinitely for the general welfare, and are the sole and supreme judges of the general welfare, they may take the care of religion into their own hands; they may appoint teachers in every state, county and parish and pay them out of the public treasury, they may take into their own hands the education of children, the establishing in like manner schools throughout the union; they may assume the provision of the poor..."
The Constitution does not empower the government the authority to spend on these types of social issues. When we come to understand a little about government spending we have to realize that it is also given the power to tax "to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare of the United States."  No one should have any problem about paying debts for the "common defense," however there is some misunderstanding about how the government should spend for the "general welfare."  
Thomas Jefferson believed that this clause did not give the power to tax for the general welfare of the people---the real intent was to limit the power of taxation from the federal level for the general welfare of "the union" or the federal government.  There is a difference between a grant of positive power to tax and a restriction on the power to tax.  The real intent of the Founders of the U.S. Constitution regarding the welfare clause was that government should promote and encourage the general welfare, not provide for it.  It is the free enterprise system that will provide for the general welfare by creating a healthy economy----a healthy economy creates jobs.
Another clause in the Constitution considered to be very important is the so-called "Commerce Clause."  It says: "The Congress shall have power...to regulate commerce with foreign nations and, among the several states, and with the Indian tribes."  In the beginning the emphasis was on commerce rather than regulation.  The keystone to national unity was the free flow of commerce between the states, and then to promote commerce between nations.  Over a period of time there was the gradual expansion of federal regulations over every aspect of the interstate and international commerce.  The free enterprise system should work between states and nations as well---but it isn’t working now  because the federal government has seen fit to put restrictions on the free flow of market.  Now folks, isn't this the reverse of what the Constitution, in its original form, dictates?  Isn't the Constitution the one that's supposed to limit government?
Regarding the federal governments power to regulate commerce with the various Indians tribes---the only area in which the commerce clause was used in commercial activities among the Indians has been in connection with the sale of alcohol to them.
Governments cannot create jobs. The only way jobs can be created is through a healthy economy.  A healthy economy is stimulated by competition between private enterprise---by the free flow of trade between private companies among the various states and nations.  Realize this, when NAFCA was recently passed by congress America got back into compliance with the Constitution.  	
The Constitution, in its original form, did not authorize the federal government to interfere with private enterprise, nor did it authorize the federal government to compete with private businesses.  Yet today, the federal government is involved in the regulation of  business, and is in direct competition with the free flow of trade and commerce---and it is our tax monies the government is using to accomplish these ends.
When we complain about how high our taxes are consider the fact that the federal government aught to stop competing with private enterprise and go back to the principles of protecting our lives, our liberties and our properties.  Maybe we aught to remember that our federal government should to go back to the idea of encouraging the true intent of the "General Welfare" and "Interstate Commerce" clauses and get out of the business of competing with business.  
When politicians tell you that their economic program is better than the other because their theory will create more jobs, we have every right to become suspicious.  
Governments can't create jobs.  
Only the free enterprise system can.  


