Intent Is The Key To Finding Truth

Some time ago I came to an important conclusion: one does not have to be a lawyer to understand the U.S. Constitution if one is honestly exploring for truths that were intended by the Founding Fathers. For every document, we need to understand what the intent was for its conception.  Purpose should be the underlying factor  when one reviews any instrument; one of the things I have tried to do in my study of the Constitution was to keep some of those fundamental principles the Founders had  pretty much at the center of my attention. 
In my minds eye the U.S. Constitution, in its original form, was an inspired instrument created by a group of diverse, brilliant minds who shaped a nation that proved to be an ensign to the world.  Keep in mind that there were 50 delegates representing the thirteen colonies comprising the make-up of  the constitutional  convention. Each of these men were  held in high esteem by their constituents and were men of lofty morals constituting their values and beliefs from a higher being. They came from respected walks of  life: presidents of universities, judges, lawyers, ministers, military, common folks but who were chosen because of their wisdom, honestly, good and honorable principles, plain understanding, eloquent and clear speaking,  and well prepared to take on the tasks of coming forth with a much needed organizational structure that would address the needs of men in their quest for freedom.  And so these highly moral men were able to provide us with a constitution that would guarantee to everyone living under its banner the protection of our lives, our liberties, properties in our quest to achieve the ultimate goal that every human being longs for---the pursuit of happiness.  It also says in the Declaration of Independence that if our government fails to do this then it is our duty to change government so that it goes back to focusing on those principles that made our nation great.
There are some amendments to the constitution that changed its intent to a great, even dangerous, degree; the founders warned us about many, the Sixteenth Amendments being one of them.   If we keep the Federalist Papers at your elbows you will have learned what Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay had to say just about anything regarding the functions of governments.  Also Thomas Jefferson’s Works is overflowing with much detail on these issues.  Jefferson felt that giving the federal system the power to tax was the power to destroy.  Thus were born my articles about the federal governments’ ability to impose taxes on our incomes.[footnoteRef:2]  The premise was that once a central government was given the authority to tax our paychecks the enactment of such a proposal will invariably lead to the decline of a nation. Collecting from the people’s hard earned labor and placing it in a common, leaky pot to redistribute the wealth never worked in any role during the recorded account of the world. Other stately nations have tried which ultimately prompted people into actually believing the government owed them a living. Corruption and immorality poisoned those societies to dismal descent. Prime examples are the downfalls of Greece and the Roman Empire.  [2:  See The Power To Tax The Power To Destroy, and States Should Have Taxing Powers] 

The Founders felt strongly that taxing powers should be reserved for states and local governments.  In reality look at how and why, today, states and local governments aren’t keeping their coffers replenished.  The federal system has robbed them of the ability to prosper from their own resources and so we have our hands held out to the federal governments’ so-called good intentions. Because our wants are so great, we keep electing people to Congress who will promise us more and more and more------.   
Also one does not have to become a history don to understand the saga of the world. If we were really good learners we would find out how much of America’s chronicles are not told in the classrooms.  In particular, there is a huge gap, when America was being born, about the influence the Native Americans had on the framing of the Constitution.  The founders copied the system of the Six Confederate Tribes of the Iroquois nation.  Here is an example of what they imitated:  
In the Confederacy everything began from the Tribal Councils.  The next level was a group called the Younger Brothers, which correlates with our own House of Representative; then there were the Elder Bothers whose functions were the same as our Senate: and then there were the Fire keepers, who served as administrators. When a tribe had reason to wage war with another tribe the War Chief  lead his warriors into battle; this is where the concept of the Secretary of War comes in.  If thumbs down were given not to war then the issue was turned over to the Peace Chief to diplomatically settle the dispute; again we see how the office of Secretary of State was born. 
I am neither an attorney nor a history major; I am a simple English major who, because of that degree, has learned how to learn.  I spend a lot of time studying the Constitution, researching history, pondering on these things and appealing to the Creator for guidance. My objective for this process is to find out the reasoning and purpose the founders envisioned for America and, in many cases, how far we have drifted from their actual intent.  Hopefully my articles will stir our minds and inspire people who care into embracing ingenuous values these men demonstrated when this new nation was born---especially when these same values are lacking in our society today and should be restored.
   

