Peace and prosperity require freedom 



In this day and age I believe the most important issues we ought to be concerned with are rooted upon some very basic human values. These principles are freedom, prosperity and peace. However, before we can enjoy prosperity, before we can enjoy peace, we have to have freedom. History has a habit of repeating itself, and history repeatedly has shown that when freedom falls famine follows. 
Recently I attended the International Halibut Commission meeting in Anchorage. As I listened to testimonies about allocation, conservation and enhancing the resources I was reminded about an article I read in U.S. News and World Report several years ago entitled "10 Billion for Dinner, Please." The article emphasized that this earth is capable of producing for a population of at least 80 billion people---eight times the 10 billion expected to inhabit the earth by 2050! Another study estimates that with improved scientific methods the earth could feed as many as one thousand billion people!
As Americans we still enjoy the greatest privileges in the world today. However, as watchdogs over our freedoms, our liberties, and our pursuit of happiness we need to be aware that, perhaps, we sometimes may delegate too much responsibility to places where we need to keep local control. 
Some time ago I was watching a program on The Learning Channel. A law professor from Washington University was giving a lecture on the reasons why basic needs in the world aren't being met. The lecture pinpointed the same issue as had the U.S. News and World Report article and emphasized the ability of the world to produce enough food for everyone. So why do we have famine in many parts of the world? 
The following story may never happen here, but it is a prime example of what could happen if we let it. 
For 45 years Haile Selassie was a benevolent ruler of Ethiopia who believed in self determination and self governance. One of the ways he achieved these was that he used education and modern methods to prepare his people for a prosperous society. 
Of course, whenever something is tried there is always opposition. Militant forces became a dominant factor in his government and started suggesting reforms with the eventual attempt to take over the Selassie administration. On Sept. 12, 1974, Selassie was over-thrown and imprisoned where he died. In time the hardnosed regime began to launch its "reform" by destroying 30,000 people and terrorizing the general population. In time advisors began to establish a new order. 
Traditionally Ethiopian farmers had saved food during the good years to prepare themselves for possible bad years, but because of the regime’s oppression and usurpation the farmers were no longer free to use their food-raising methods of the past; the new government outlawed this practice and called it "hoarding." Peasants had also customarily followed a practice of reinvesting their surplus in their own farms for the sake of expanding production. The new regime denounced this as "capitalist accumulation" and "private investment," which was no longer allowed. Historically, Ethiopian tradesmen who were engaged in food distribution had bought products in the food-surplus areas to sell in food-deficit areas. The new regime outlawed this practice as "exploitation," and replaced the entire free market system with numerous tightly supervised government commissions.
The next step was land reform, where peasants were assigned a few acres from land appropriated from large land owners, but these were much too small to justify cultivation by mechanical equipment. Large communes were also established under the government, but these immediately suffered the same disastrous crop failures and the same drop in production that characterized communal farms all over the world. 
Within a few years Ethiopia was suffering widespread famine. In less than a decade Ethiopia had gone from being the breadbasket of Africa to one of the poorest and deprived nations of the modern world.
It is a fact that when we lose the ability to govern ourselves, other people will do it for us. This is what happened, for instance, with Native Americans when the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) was created and took over trust responsibility for tribes.  In reality the BIA was supposed to work itself out of a job when tribes began to get on their feet and become more and more self-sufficient--- however when we look at the history of how the federal government had various policies toward the American Indians from the beginning to now, we see in a nutshell the issues of assimilation through education during President Jefferson’s tenure, to extermination by the policies of the great Indian fighter Andrew Jackson, to reorganization during Roosevelt’s term, to self-determination during Carter’s time, and a land-mark piece of  legislation that started during Reagan’s tenure and  signed by President Clinton called self-governance. The self-governance demonstration project was a tribally driven initiative that changed dramatically the way the BIA was to work with tribal governments by turning more and more of its programs, services, functions and activities over to capable tribal councils.  
As Americans, even in this day and age, we still have to fight for our basic rights, so let us not be complacent as to allow anything like what happened to Ethiopia to happen to us. When we gain the freedom to do what we want with our lives, then peace and prosperity will surely follow if we keep ourselves focused on doing the right things.
