         Someone Is Fooling With The Soul of America
And so we’ve had atheists who wanted to take the Ten Commandments from our rotundas and, now just recently, the Nativity scene mocking the Washington State’s capital building.  It’s time we Americans realize that our country achieved its greatness because it was good. [footnoteRef:2] Now, as Alexis de Toqueville warned, we could very well cease to be great anymore because decency is definitely fading from our lives. Our nation is steering its course toward a shameful crumple. Someone, indeed, is precariously fooling with the soul of America.  [2:  See Where Does Goodness Come From in Archives link.] 

The very first commandment states: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”  We see the faith of our fathers written all through the history of this stately nation.  For instance, at the top of the U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington D.C., there’s an artist depiction of previous world laws givers; each one is facing the one in the middle; this is Moses and he is displaying the Ten Commandments.  Also please note that throughout the federal buildings in Washington D.C.  there are bible verses etched in stone all over prominent monuments. 
While this country was still in the birthing stage there were a heated debate in the Continental Congress about separation of church and state. It was an important discussion because the Founders did not want any one religious denomination to dictate anything like what Henry VIII of England, who had all these wives, did.  It was against the Catholic Church’s doctrine for one to divorce his wife, however when the king’s wife was unable to bear him a son, he thought the only way he could change the doctrine was to dissociate himself from the church; as a result he produced for his own benefit the Church of England.
Here, in America, the Founders embedded in the Bill of Rights a very important doctrine called the freedom of religion. What the Founder meant with this principle was that we could worship whomever or whatever our souls desire; for that matter we didn’t have to worship anything at all if our conscious did not call for it. Along with this the Founders talked a lot about the separation of church and state. 
 	This issue of separation of church and state was inserted by the Founders for a purpose: that religious conviction should, indeed, play an important part in our lives, however James Madison clarified it in this way: We have staked the whole of our political institutions upon the capacity of mankind for self government, upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to control  ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten commandments of God.
 And so when these atheists can cogitate that religion, or a Nativity scene, is unconstitutional they are so far off base by sightlessness and narrow vision. Toqueville noted that religion plays no direct role in the affairs of government, but he realized that it was the most important institution governing the moral lives of the population of America. Patrick Henry, one of the Founding Fathers of this country said:  It cannot be emphasized too strongly, or too often, that this great nation was founded not by religionists but by Christians, not on religions but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Just as other nations of the world embrace their own religious convictions, like the Muslims worship Allah; there are the Mohammed worshippers and then the people from the eastern and central orient believe in the teachings of Gautama Buddha. Native Americans appealed to the Great Spirit from the heavens. Some of their earliest stories tell about this impressive prophet who visited them for a short while and promised he would return to them one day.  It is documented in this book called He Walked The Americas by L. Taylor Hanson---it tells stories and legends from South and North America about this person who came and tarried among Native Americans for some time teaching the people those same things that the Christian Prophet taught across the “land of many waters.”  This book is a clear account of a people who were taught Christianity long before Columbus discovered us.  When the missionaries influenced the Indian nations with the bible, they were astonished that Native American stories and legends were similar to the accounts in the bible. 
Our country was founded upon the principles of Christianity; it is written all through the history of this illustrious nation. Another Founder of this nation, John Jay, who was one of the authors of the Federalist Papers, said “Americans should select and prefer Christians as their rulers.”  
Christian principles are even embedded in our Native American values. The Battle Song of the Alaska Native Brotherhood is Onward Christian Soldiers; when we take the oath of membership, or an office, in this organization we promise that we will “look to our Heavenly Father for wisdom and strength to keep us steadfast.” In times of war or disaster Americans--- true Americans---does exactly that.  
All peoples of the world call for some kind of faith based principles to rely on for their spiritual existence.  We are no different, so why are these faithless factions  in lofty places using their prominent positions by appeals from a few to take away the foundation that made the people of America morally upright?  We have gotten to a point, now, that we seem to hasten to these appeals and away from what this country has always stood for, and seem to accept the fact that this is now constitutionally wrong.
It is interesting to note that 86% of people in America believe in God---the Christian one---and 14% of the Americas do not want the Ten Commandments on display in our public places, or they disagree with having “In God We Trust” on our currency, and taking God out of the Pledge of Allegiance, or allowing the Nativity to be displayed in public establishments. 
If we research meaningfully into our history we would soon recognize that the Architect of the universe had an impressive role in the birth of this nation. All of the “thou shalt not’s” are embedded in our American values and laws. We need to be reminded about them with every opportunity and occasion, whether it be in public places or in our hearts. 

 

 





