Yakutat, Alaska
    July 6, 2009                                                  
                                                     Something Very Refreshing      
                                                            The Constitution of the United Sates                                    
 “A primary object …should be the education of our youth in the science of government.  In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally important?  And what duty more pressing than communicating it to those who are to be the future guardians of the liberties of the country.”   -----George Washington 
In May I made an emergency trip to Juneau to have a broken front tooth repaired.  I called my youngest son, Robert's, home and talked to his wife, Victoria. I could hear the chatter of their children in the back ground. I told her that I was coming there to see the dentist.  Without hesitation she insisted that I stay with them. “My sister and her two children from Utah are visiting,” she said.  “We'll be crowded here but I come from a large family and I love company,” she added. 
         Robert met me at the airport. Upon arriving at their home I was introduced to a small part of Victoria's extended family--- her sister Susan, Susan's thirteen year old daughter, Alisa, and a baby who was just begining to walk. 
         They had already had dinner so they sat me down and shoved a plat filled with food before me.  At the same time Alisa had brought her lap top computer to the table and began to connect it.  I learned that she is being home schooled and one of her courses of study was the U.S. Constitution---which is an online course from the National Center for Constitutional Studies. My ears perked up because I consider myself to be a constitution buff.  Victoria knows this too and said “Grandpa can help you if you need it.  He loves the Constitution.”
        Alisa had been working on her assignments and was doing only the questions that she knew with the intent of doing the harder ones later. Later was now and she gladly accepted my offer to mentor her.  
       I learned that Alisa was taking this course along with other students who were being home schooled.  She said they meet often and discussed among themselves problems and share thoughts and observations.  
         I was reminded about when Alexis Toqueville came to America to learn about our democracy.  One of the things he found was that in the homes and schools throughout the country the children were studying the Constitution---dissecting it, analyzing it and putting it back together.  The purpose for doing so was to learn what the Founder’s intent was for the American government so that if they ever had to defend our republic they would do it by common sense words rather than with the sword. When he returned home to France he wrote a two volume book (1835 and 1840) called Democracy In America. In it he penned how America still embraced core values from the Founding Fathers.  Three of those values were love of God, family, and country.
         I think it is a sad day in our history when these basic values are no longer a part of our every day living.  Tocqueville describes the importance of the family unit. In those days, of course, families in America were very close.   This was still true when I was growing up in this small rural community of Yakutat, Alaska.  In grade school we sang “God Bless America,” pledged allegiance to the flag and I began to take pride that we were very special people. In high school we had to recite the Preamble of the Constitution by heart.  In contrast today we have a minister of the faith who wants God to “damn America.”  
[bookmark: _ftnref1]         In those days, and in ours, children were taught the value of work and loyalty to God, family and country; parents relied on the clergy to feed their spirits while hard work in the field provided rations to feed their bodies. Schools not only taught the 3R’s but implanted in children’s souls a principle upon which this country was founded upon: that of abiding by the natural laws.  The first paragraph of the Declaration of Independence mentions the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God---meaning that we should be entitled to have the blessings of nature and God.[1] I’m thankful that I lived in a time when God, Family, country really meant something. I am distressed that today the schools don’t have in their curriculum anything about the true history of this country. 
         The Declaration of Independence addressed reasons why the colonists broke away from the mother country and why this particular government was created: to protect our lives, our liberties and pursuits of happiness.  It also states in a following paragraph that when the governments no longer does these---that is the protect our lives, our liberties and guarantees our pursuit of happiness, then it is the Right of people to either alder or abolish it and start a new one based on those same principles---that is the protection of our lives, liberties and our pursuit of happiness.  Now this might be a pretty radical statement, but when radical things are imposed upon us by the government, then we may have to use radical remedies.  
         One of the questions Alisa wondered about was the meaning of the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution. We talked about how the people delegated to the government to do certain things and that whatever is not empowered to the government is reserved for the state and/or to the people.  There is also a provision in the Declaration that expresses where no law shall be made without the “consent of the governed.” It was a thrill to see her eyes and face light up. “Oh I see,” she said, and would write her own thoughts about the subject. There were other parts in certain clauses that she asked about and the same reaction was revealed in her continence when clarity was revealed. 
         For a thirteen year old I was impressed with her ability to grasp an idea, analyze and draw conclusions. I said to myself that if her group of young people are studying the Constitution, and there are others like them around the country, what a tribute it would be when they rise to the occasion to defend our lives, our liberties and our pursuit of happiness when our country is in dire danger of going astray.  I have to say that I was very refreshed with this experience and am still bolstered when I think about it, which has been quite often of late.
        May God bless these young people, and may the Creator continue to bless America.     


[1] See Reclaiming Our Power and Theme’s From Self Governance in the Archives.

