Yakutat, November 17, 2008
[bookmark: _ftnref1]                           We Need To Think Like The Founders[1] 
Jamison Paul’s article in the Empire on June 10th articulates his reasons why he thinks the Founding Fathers of this nation told us a lie about our unalienable rights to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. I, for one, am grateful the Founders had the vision to afford each American the opportunity to pursue happiness. They realized that government can’t make these things happen; it can only guarantee us these opportunities. They were deliberate enough to realize that not all Americans would be equal politically, socially or economically.  They left these pursuits for us to strive for. It’s up to us as individuals, as communities and states to bring these noble concepts to fruition; when we do our part our nation becomes that beacon to the world. 
 In many ways we are our own worst enemies---aren’t we?  There’s a sentence in the Declaration of Independence that says when government no longer protects our right to life, liberty and happiness because we become more disposed to suffer under the rules of a malevolent government then to stand up and make things right by altering or abolishing those forms of government that endanger our freedoms. We are our own worst enemies in this respect because we have become complacent and with that complacency have a tendency to allow things to happen to us. Contentment is one of the reasons why great nations of the past have fallen from their grandeur and glory.  
Are we no longer cultivated enough to realize that it is up to us to decide when to alter and or abolish? As I said before in this column, I don’t believe we are at a point where we need to abolish our government(s) just yet, however we may have a lot of altering to do.
For instance--we don’t have to stand by and let government dictate to us what we should do. We are a sovereign people and we should remember that wars have been started because, in many examples, good people who have translated themselves into dictators tried it. The Founders made us a nation of laws, and we should, in no way, let government do what we, ourselves, might be thrown in jail for. That’s how people in government should set the example for us.  We’ve all heard the council wise people have given us: “Don’t do what I say, do as I do...”  
 The Constitution says that we are guaranteed a republican form of government however I believe that the Founders thought it prudent that we practice a democratic/republican form of government. A democracy embraces that concept for the people, by the people and of the people. We go to the voting booths to put good people in government whom we think will represent how we want government to function so that we can enjoy our freedoms.  A republic is a representative type of government with limited powers. We are supposed to elect good people to represent us in the affairs of government and they are supposed to apply the democratic format to conduct business for our best interest. In a republican form of government the government doesn’t tell us what to do; we tell people in government what from them that so we can enjoy the fruits of our labor without too many rules or regulations. 
We will always be confronted with challenges like prejudice, civil disobedience, skin heads, socialistic ideas, special interest groups, environmentalists---you name it; you can even start your own. But when anything threatens our freedoms we shouldn't sit on the fence and see what side the coin will fall. Freedom, and standing up for our liberties, means taking a proactive approach to our problems.  We shouldn’t let things happen to us. We are a free nation of people and to maintain our freedoms we need to be diligent in our pursuit of happiness. 
How do we recognize these threats and what can we do?  
I think we need to think like the Founding Fathers. They were the ones who set the stage for the protection of our lives, our liberties and our pursuit of happiness.  In the earlier days of our republic the little red school houses taught the children the principles embedded in the U.S. Constitution.  They took it apart piece by piece, interpreted it, and put it back together again.  The reason was so that if it ever came time to defend our republic when it was threatened, they could do so not by the sword but by words based upon correct principles.  How many of our children can recite the Preamble of the Constitution these days?
Self-government, like freedom, needs to be relentlessly fought for, whether it be on the battlefield, in a foreign country, or on the home front. This struggle has been going on since the time of man’s first manifestation and will continue until the only remaining man, or women, stands on the front line and valiantly goes down defending our families in the name liberty. 
And so, if we could look at the Constitution in constructive ways perchance we may begin to utilize those principles the Founders documented for us. But we need to start thinking like them; then perhaps, we can begin to make important alterations in our governmental systems that become detrimental to our freedoms---but we need to put good people in Congress, in our state legislatures, in the governors seats, in our local and tribal governments--- and as we do we will witness our nation rise to that beacon on the hill as representative of our freedoms, our liberties, our pursuit of happiness for all to enjoy.  
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